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“We have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding” (Col. 1:9). 

- Colossians 1:9-10 

PROPER



Paul’s prayers for the believers in Colossae reflect his true feelings about them and 
provide us with instruction. We saw in the last study how his gratitude for the 
Colossians’ faith implies that they received a full revelation of Christ through the work 
of Epaphras and should not look for a “higher” religion (Col. 1:3–8). Verses 9–10 
advance the point, encouraging them to continue in what they had learned and not 
to pursue the false “spiritual vitality” allegedly found among the heretics. 

We are ever tempted to pursue dazzling displays of “spiritual vitality” and quick 
growth that are supposedly available through that one insight or method heretofore 
overlooked. A great many books and teachers today promise speedy advancements 
in power and holiness, whether it be through the exact repetition of the same prayer 
every day, the “name it and claim it” of the health-and-wealth gospel, or the promise 
of immediate victory over the Devil through a post-conversion baptism of the Spirit. 
Far less is actually achieved in the lives of most who embrace such teachings, as any 
honest survey of such things reveals. Yet emphases on secret or obscure 
methodologies for spiritual growth have actually been a problem in the church for 
ages. Back in first-century Colossae, false teachers promised quick paths to spiritual 
maturity through diet plans, ascetic practices, holy days, and more (2:16–23). 

The apostle’s answer is not to deny spiritual growth and progress altogether, but to 
ground it in the faithful, simple pursuit of what has been presented clearly to all in the 
gospel. Paul’s prayer in Colossians  has many parallels with 1:3–6, indicating that 
growth comes through diligent continuance in what God has revealed to the whole 
church, not in chasing after the latest fad. He asks the Lord to help the Colossians 
walk in a fruitful manner (v. 10), just as the simple gospel of Paul and Epaphras bears 
fruit in the whole world (v. 6). Paul also prays for increasing knowledge of the Lord’s 
will — a deeper understanding of the truth that is accessible to all in the gospel 
message and that strengthens the faith of those who believe it (vv. 4, 9). That Paul 
prays for such things — things people already had in the preaching of the truth — 
shows that believers are brought into the kingdom and made mature in the same way, 
namely, in studying and hearing the Word of God that has been revealed to all 
His people. 

CORAM DEO  
It is all too easy for us to think that once we know the basics of the gospel we must then 
move beyond them for true spiritual growth. Yet it is not extra biblical revelations and 
methods that mature us, nor is it the search for esoteric meanings and codes in Scripture. 
Instead, it is the continual attempt to plumb the depths of the gospel message and its 
application to all of life, which is, in fact, the story of the Bible.1 
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1. Describe your prayer life.  What things do you pray for most? 

What hindrances keep you from a deeper life of prayer?    

What habits allow you to pray more effectively? 

2. Describe a time when you received an inheritance.  What was it and 
who gave it to you? What did you do with it? 

OPEN IT.

Colossians 1:9-14 

READ IT.

“…WE HAVE 

NOT 

CEASED 

TO PRAY  

FOR YOU…” 



1. What three things in verse 9 was Paul praying that the Colossians would possess? 

2. What would those three things allow them to do in verse 10? 

3. According to verse 11, God’s power enables the believer to display what three 
attributes? 

4. List as many reasons why every Christian should be thankful according to verse 
12-13? 

KNOWLEDGE

explore IT.



 

Paul is praying in essence for these saints to have a Christian mind in the midst of a secular world that has a 
mindset radically and definitively in opposition to God and His will. Harry Blamires puts it this way in his 
book The Christian Mind explaining that, "The Christian mind has succumbed to the secular drift with a 
degree of weakness and nervelessness unmatched in Christian history....as a thinking being, the modern 
Christian has succumbed to secularization. He accepts religion - its morality, its worship, its spiritual culture; 
but he rejects the religious view of life, the view which sets all earthly issues within the context of the 
eternal...the view which sees all things here below in terms of God's supremacy and earth's transitoriness, 
in terms of Heaven and Hell.   The Christian mind (is) a mind trained, informed, equipped to handle data of 
secular controversy within a framework of reference which is constructed of Christian presuppositions. The 
Christian mind is the prerequisite of Christian action.2 

1. Why is it so important that Christians engage their mind when it comes to their faith? How can the 
knowledge Christians have about God and his Word enable greater effectiveness? (See Matthew 22:37) 

How can knowledge become detrimental to the believer?  

How do we glean the good of knowledge while steering clear of the entrapments that can come along the 
way? 

 

“Paul is praying in essence for these saints to have a Christian minD…”

GET IT.

“the 
eternal 
purpose 
of God.”

By this term, “the knowledge of his will,” I do not understand him to 
be referring merely to God’s will for the individual believer’s life 
from day to day but by His will, I take it, he means the wondrous plan 
or program of the Father known from eternity and now being carried 
out in time to have its consummation in the ages to come-“the eternal 
purpose of God.” Here is super-knowledge indeed! Here is that which 
the cleverest human intellect could never fathom, apart from divine 
revelation. And this revelation we have in our Bibles. It runs 
throughout the Scriptures from Genesis to the Apocalypse, furnishing 
a theme for devout contemplation, and demanding enthusiastic study 
and careful examination by men of the most erudite minds and 
brilliant intellects, and the deepest investigation of the most 
spiritual believers. But in which also the unlearned and the ignorant 
Christians will find constant enjoyment if they but allow themselves 
to be guided by the Spirit in searching the Scriptures to see whether 
these things are so.3
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2. In what ways are we to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will?     

Where are we to turn to receive direction regarding His will? 

3. Discuss a time where you sought the will of God concerning an important decision and    
received his leading to make a wise one? 

4. According to verse 10, what does it mean to “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord”?    

What do these attributes look like in our everyday life? 

How does acquiring spiritual wisdom and understanding enable the believer to “walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord”? 



Paul prays that the saints may be "fortified against the temptations of Satan and 
furnished for all their duty. It is a great comfort to us that he who undertakes to give 
strength to his people is a God of power and of glorious power. Where there is 
spiritual life there is still need of spiritual strength, strength for all the actions of 
the spiritual life. To be strengthened is to be furnished by the grace of God for every 
good work, and fortified by that grace against every evil one: it is to be enabled to do 
our duty, and still to hold fast our integrity. The blessed Spirit is the author of this 
strength; for we are strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inward man. The word 
of God is the means of it, by which he conveys it; and it must be fetched in by prayer. It 
was in answer to earnest prayer that the apostle obtained sufficient grace."4 

5. Why do we need strength from God?  What does this strength do when it comes to 
everyday life? 

Why is strength needed to endure hardship with patience and joy? 

6. Describe a time where God strengthened you to accomplish or endure something that 
alone would have been impossible?  

7. Why must gratitude be evident in the heart of all believers?   

What causes ingratitude to set in? 
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 8. In what ways have you been rescued from the dominion of darkness? 

How has God brought light to the dark deeds of our life? 

9. How should our present position in Christ and the inheritance that we have in Him 
cause us to fulfill the contents of this prayer that Paul gives to the Colossians? 

 

In some mysterious sense we who believe in Christ for salvation have been lifted out of this 

present mundane existence into a realm of unspeakable beauty, splendor, and power. We 

have been seated with Christ at the right hand of God, where we may gather a glimpse of 

the glory that is and that is to be. It is a mystery, to be sure, but it is true, and Paul invites us 

to contemplate its significance for our present experience. 

The right hand of God: Here is the locus of all power and authority in heaven and earth 

(Matthew 28:18). Here is the command center whence proceeds Christ’s victorious campaign 

against all His foes (Psalm 110). Here is a place of wondrous beauty, a glorious gathering-

place for departed saints and angelic hosts (Psalm 45; Revelation 4,5). Christ is even now 

seated in His glorified body on this throne of majesty and might, directing His Spirit, 

according to the promises of His Word, for the advance of His Kingdom, the vanquishing of 

His foes, and the gathering and perfecting of His elect. And we are seated there with Him.5
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